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BLISSFUL  EFFECTS  OF  A  UNION  OF 

PHILANTHROPHY,  PHILOSOPHY  AND  POWER; 

ILLUS^fRAtED    JN   LEffERS    TO   A 

VOUNG  CANDIDATE  FOR  PUBLIC  HONORS, 


• .1 On  a  sudden  openfly> 

With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  sound, 
7^*  infernal  doors,  and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harsh  thunder,  that  the  lowest  bottom  shook 
Of  Erebus.     They  opened,  but  to  shut 
Excell'd  their  power. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  : 

JfaiNTSD   rOR   THE    BENEFIT   gf    PURGflAS£J^' 

1  8  0  2, 
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CEl^'l'LE  READER^ 

AFTER    having  perused  the  folloiving  pages,  or  sc rr.  r 
tf  them.)  you  may,  per  adventure,  be  of  jpiniun,  thut  there  is  no  great  mati^r 
t  he  re  in  /  and  that    they  contain    nothing    more,    than    the  usual  effusioi.': 
of  party  spleen,  which  are  daily  vented  in  the  neiuopapers — and,  pre  u  ably  ^  you 
'in  y  b^  right*     Whenyou'refdct,  hoioever,  that  pains  have  been  taken  to  put 
ihcm  into  the  form  of  a  book,  and  that  they  are  interlarded  and  enriched  ~vith 
sfireivd  notes  a?id  choice  {Quotations  from  your  onvn,  and  other  languages, you 
must,  I  think,  admity  ihat  thpy  i.:re  .mntcrvhat  of  a    higher  grade.     Jjesides, 
as  for  any  thing  I  knoiv  to  the  contra'-y,you  may  be  one  of  these,   nvho  are  in 
the  iiabit  of  draiving   their  political   notions  from  the  pure  fountain   of  the  \ 
Aurora,  and  :vho  deem  all  other  common  streams  of  information  to  be  polluted 
you   must  er^cuse   me,  vjhen  I  inform  you,  that  by  shunning  the    neivspaper 
cimnnel,  1  had   it  in  view,    to  introduce  a  little  ivholesome  beverage  into  thc\ 
stomachs  of  persons  of  your  description.     It  is,  at  least,  a  well  meant  arti- 
fice, and  as  such,  ought  noiy  certainly^  to  be  severely  reprehended  by  thc\ 
members  of  your  sect*  .^■ 

The  tax  that  is  laid  upon  the  press,  is  but  a  trife  ;  and  tvhen  it  ts  consider- 
ed, that  from  the  repeal  of  th^  internal  taxes,  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  and  the  general  system  of  eco7iomy  prevailing,  our  pockets  are  likely  sooii 
to  run  over,  no  man  can  in  reason  object  to  the  imposition  of  afeiu  cents  upoil 
a  performance,  purporting  to  hold  forth  much  useful  information. 

To  be  grav.e  : — The   editor  is  not  conscious  of  these  pages  co7itaining 
single  unfounded  assertion,  or  unwarranted  deduction.     He  is  no  advocate  f 01 
the  lacerations  of  the  press,  by  which  he  understands  libels  ;    tho'   he  consi- 
ders it  in  its  legitimate  i'fjice,  when  truly  delineating  public  men  and  public 
measures^  whatever  deformity  the  picture  may  exhibit* 
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LETTERS 

T  O     A 

YOUNG    CANDIDATE,     &q. 


LETTER      1. 


MY    DEAR    SIR, 


I 


N  fulfilment  of  my  promife,  I  fliall  now 

ive  you,  in  a  curfory  and  defultory  manner,  as  they  occur, 
my  thoughts  on  the  prefent  afpeft  of  public  affairs.  From 
the  indignant  exprcffions  which  efcaped  me  in  our  laft  con- 

erfation,  you  may  have  been  led  to  fufpecl,  that  I  am  hereti- 
cal enough  to  difapprove  of  the  revolution,  which  from  colo- 
inies,  has  transformed  us  into  a  nation.  As  my  fentiments 
on  this  point,  will  form  a  fuitable  preliminary  to  the  difcuf- 
ilons  which  may  follow,  I  begin  with  their  difclofure.  Ma- 
chiavel's  maxim,  recommending  a  recurrence  to  principles, 
is  well  worthy  of  adoption  in  this  day  of  perverfion. 

Though  far  from  being  loll,  I  truft,  to  a  true  feeling  of  na- 
Itional  glory,  I  mud  confefs,  that  I  am  but  little  elated  with 
Ithe  mere  circumftance  of  belonging  to  a  community,  which 
pn  the  fafhionable  ftrain  of  enthufiafm,  is  faid  to  have  alTumed 

ts  ilation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.     To  be  the  mem- 
T  of  a  nation,  or  even  of  a  great  nation  ^  is  in  itfelf,  tome, 

^mall  matter  of  triumph.  The  happinefs  of  the  individual,  is 
[in  my  eyes,  the  chief  obje6l  of  the  ^ocial  ilate  ;  and  whether 

Llxis  happinefs  be  obtained  in  the  heart  of  ^.powerfi:!  and  ex- 
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tcnfivc  empire,  or  in  a  remote  colonial  ellabliflimcnt,  appears 
to  me,  little  worcliy  of  conndcration.  But  our  feparation  from 
the  mother  country,  v^as  not  fet  on  foot  from  an  incentive  of 
ambition,  or  upon  any  calculation  ofad\antage.  Like  other 
difmemberments  of  empires,  and  mutations  of  power,  it 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  operation  of  human  paffions,  not  un- 
frequently  leading  to  refults,  which  if  calmly  contemplated, 
would  be  deemed  heavy  calamities.  The  general  fentiment 
of  the  continent,  at  the  beginning  of  the  conteft  witli  Gi-eat- 
Britain,  will  fully  juftify  me  in  this  remark. 

A  very  different  complexion,  is,  I  know,  given  to  the 
bufmefs.  The  patriots  of  the  day,  both  exotic  and  indige- 
nous, who  lay  exclufive  claim  to  genuine  revolutionary  princi- 
ples, contend,  that  they  are  purely  democratic,  or  rather  Ja- 
cobinical ;  and  that  to  eftabiifli  a  fyftem  of  equality  and  po- 
pular fovereignty,  unceafmgly  in  a6lion,  unfufceptible  of  de^ 
legation,  not  at  all  times  refumable,  and  paramount  to 
every  confdtutional  limitation  or  control,  was  the  obje6l  of 
the  contcfl.*  How  unwarrantable  this  aiTertion  is,  might 
eafily  be  fhown  from  the  publications  of  that  period,  and  even 
from  the  declarati  on  of  independence  itfelf,  emanating  as  we  are 
told,  from  the  glowing  pen  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  ;  and  which,  from 
the  objecl  of  procuring  partifans  to  the  meafure,  would  doubt- 
lefs  be  as  highl}^  coloured,  as  the  temper  of  the  time  would 
admit.  If,  however,  this  was  the  objecl  of  our  independence, 
and  is  to  be  its  permanent  confequence  ;  rather  than  com- 
memorate, by  an  annual  feftival,  the  day  which  gave  it  birth, 
I  would,  for  my  own  part,  be  for  configning  it  to  oblivion, 
along  with  that,  which  gave  the  empire  of  the  world  to  a  Cse- 
far.  A  day,  which  from  its  diHiilrous  fupremacy  in  evil, 
Lrucan  tells  us,  his  country  had  blotted  from  the  calendar  of 
her  misfortunes. 

Tempora  signavit  leviorum  Roma  malorum> 
Hunc  voluit  nescire  diem. 


The  nobly  indignant  llrain  of  this  poet,  is  well  adapted 


to 


*  Such  h  the  doftrine  of  the  miniflerialifts  in  the  debate  on  the  judiciary  bill, 
and  indeed  of  the  parly,  on  all  occafions.  With  them,  the  will  of  the  people, 
that  is,  the  populace^  is  omnipotent  and  omniprcfent. 
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the  corruptions  of  our  time  ;t  and  mark  once  for  all,  that  as 
you  are  a  recent  collegian,  I  fliali  difpiay  my  literary 
acquirements  without  dreading  the  imputation  of  ill  manners 
or  pedantry. 

Am  I  then  an  enemy  to  the  revolution  ? — No.  There  are 
to  my  mind,  folid  grounds  whereon  to  juflify  it.  We  had 
come  of  age,  we  had  outgrown  colonial  dimenfions.  Popu- 
lous, rich  and  intelligent,  we  were  by  much  too  confiderable, 
to  remain  long  in  a  llate  of  valTalage,  to  a  country  fo  remote 
as -Britain,  and  whofe  interell  and  policy  it  was,  to  lay  an 
ample  portion  of  her  heavy  burdens  upon  us.  Beiides,  we 
neither  were,  nor  could  be,  efTiciently  reprcfented  in  her  par- 
liament ;  and  to  admit  her  right  to  tax  us  in  all  cafes,  would 
have  been  throwing  ourfelves  entirely  upon  the  generohty  of 
a  nation,  tempted  to  large  exactions  from  the  confideration^ 
that  fhe  would  be  relieved  in  proportion  to  what  fhe  could 
draw  from  us  ;  and  prompted  to  invigorate  the  arm  of  coer- 
cion, from  her  obfervation  of  a  ftrength  continually  encreafmg, 
and  which  threatened  foon,  to  fet  parental  authority  at  defi- 
ance. The  difcuffion  of  the  points  in  controverfy,  could  not 
fail  to  open  this  view  of  the  fubjecl ;  and  it  began  to  be  per- 
ceived, tliat  fo  long  as  we  remained  a  colony,  we  fliould 
neceilarily  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  predominant  power,  and 
in  the  languageof  that  day, probably  become,  her  ''hewers  of 
wood  and  drawers  of  water."  The  choice  of  tvv'o  difficulties 
then  became  the  queilion — Of  an  humble  acquiefcence  in  the 
pleafure  of  a  Britifh  parliament, — or,  the  perilous  attempt 
of  liberating  ourfelves  from  its  control.  The  latter  was  pre- 
ferred by  a  majority  of  the  whig  interefl  ;  and  in  this  pre- 
ference, to  wit,  in  the  aifertion  of  the  right  to  withdraw  our 
allegiance  from  the  mother  country,  and  govern  ourfelves 
confifts  the  real  principle  of  the  revolution.  An  additional 
inducement  to  declaring  ourfelves  independent,  and  which 
had  doubtlefs  great  influence,  arofe  from  the  rcfieftion,  that 
while  we  held  ourfelves  fubje6ls  of  the  power,  againft  which 
we  were  in  arms,  \vc  did  in  effeft,  admit  our  oppofition  to  be 

t  Grand  fwclHnj;  fcntiments  of  liberty,  I   am  fure'I   do  not  dcr;>!re.     They 
warm  the  heart — they  enlar^rc  and  liberalize  ourminds — they  animate  our  conrao-e 
in  a  time  of  conflift.  Old  as  I  am,  [  read  the  fine  raptures  of  Liican  andCorneiJIe 
with  pleafure.     Bierke's  F'JleBions  on  the  French  Rcvoluikn^  a  work,  which  it  is  to  be 
lameriied,  is  too  little  read  in  this  coivnlry. 
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f 

rebellion,  and  had  therefore  httle  chance  of  foreign  affiitance. 
What  principle  of  policy,  could  juftify  the  aS,  of  affording  aid 
to  a  people,  only  contending  for  a  municipal  right ;  and  who 
in  reiifting  the  authority  of  government,  continued  to  make 
profeiTions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance  ?  Upon  thefe  grounds, 
and  thefe  alone  it  was,  that  the  ilatefmcn  of  feventy-lix,  about 
whom  we  have  had  fuch  a  dreadful  pother  of  late,  boldly 
launched  their  untried  bark  into  the  tracllefs  ocean  of  inde- 
pendence. 

Having  embraced  this  alternative,  no  adventitious  aid  was 
to  be  rejected — no  coloring  withheld,  that  could  meet  the 
prejudices,  arreftthe  feelings,  and  roufe  the  people  to  a  vin- 
dication of  their  rights.  The  inhabitants  of  a  vail  extent 
of  country,  diverfified  in  habits  and  interefts,  were,  if 
poiTible,  to  be  gained  to  the  caufe^  and  directed  to  a  com- 
mon obje6l.  If,  then,  the  people  of  New- England,  flill 
retained  refentments  on  the  fcore  of  the  perfecution  which  had 
driven  their  ancellors  acrofs  the  atlantic,  it  was  certainly  not 
the  bufmefs  of  congrefs  to  remove  them.  If  the  Dutchmen 
of  New- York,  were  pofTelfed  of  any  fufceptibility  on.the  fub- 
je6t  of  the  fimilar  conteft  between  their  forefathers  and  Spain, 
it  was  rather  to  be  fomented  than  difcouraged.  If  the  Ger- 
mans of  Pennfylvania,  mindful  of  die  tyranny  of  their  formxr 
defpots,  were  the  more  eafily  enflamed  againfl  regal  ufur- 
pation,  it  doubtlefs  was  deemed  a  fortunate  circumitance  ; 
and  if  her  Hibernians  flamed  with  unquenchable  hatred  to 
England, J  the  zeal  was  probably  embraced  as  the  genuine 
effuiion  of  Am.erican  patriotifm.  Did  any  burn  with  the 
deftroying  rage  of  equality,  with  thole  remorfelefs  and  dia- 
bolical pafiions,  w  hich  rankle  in  the  bread  of  a  jacobin,  as 
neither  the  confequences  were  forefeen,  nor  the  emotions 
analized,  no  pains  were  taken  to  correfl:  them.  As  their 
lervices  were  ufeful,  they  w^ere  accepted.  The  fteike  vras 
great,  our  ability  doubtful,  and  of  courfe,  to  be  augmented 
by  every  mean.     "In  public  affairs,"  fays  Junius,  there  is 

^  This  obfervatiffn  by  no  means  applies  to  all  perfons  Tom  Ireland.  Number? 
of  rbemare  real  Americans,  and  among  the  very  beft  ciiizens  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
diircmbled,  that  too  many  of  theiu  f-^em  only  acftuated  by  a  headlong  rcfentment 
againfl  Ent>;i?nd — thufling  for  gratification,  indifferent  on  what  theatre,  or  thro' 
Aviiat  facrifices  it  niay  be  obtained.  Feel  as  \vc  might  for  Ireland,  was  it  to  be 
cxpe<H:ed  that  on  her  account,  we  Hiould  commit  ourfelves  to  a  revolutionary 
toinadoj  and  entwine  our  defiinies  with  thofe  of  France? 
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the  Icrti!  chance  ofaperfecl  concurrence  of  fentimcnt  or  iiu 
clination.  Yet  every  man  is  capable  of  contributing  fome- 
thing  to  the  common  flock,  and  no  man's  contribution  liiouid 
be  rejedled.  If  individuals  have  no  virtues,  their  vices  may- 
be of  ufe  to  us.  I  care  not  with  what  principle  the  new 
born  patriot  is  animated,  if  the  meafurcs  he  fupports  are  be- 
neficial to  the  community." 

On  this  policy  no  doubt,  the  leaders  of  the  revolution  a6l- 
cd.  But  becaufe  the  motives  I  have  alluded  to,  may  all  have 
been  inlilled  in  the  fervice,  has  each  man  therefore,  a  right 
to  affcrt,  that  the  particular  one  by  which  he  was  Itimulated, 
was  the  grand  actuating  principle  of  the  revolution  ?  Do  ap- 
ples become  excrements  by  fwimming  along  with  them  ;  and 
are  we  all  to  become  republicans,  a  la  mode  de  Paris ^  becaufe 
fome  of  us  may  highly  relilh  the  reveries  of  a  Condorcet;  and 
others,  the  more  energetic  do6lrines  of  a  Marat  or  a  Robe- 
fpierre  ?  Should  fuch  men  tell  me,  they  were  men  of  feventy- 
iix,  I  would  anfwer  them  with  Macbeth  ; 

Jlj — in  the  catalogue  y  ego  for  men, 

As  hoiiudsj  and  grey-hoiinds^  mungrils^  spaniels^  curs, 

Shoughes,  tvater-rugSj  and  demi-ivolves  are  clcped 

ylil,  by  the  name  of  dogs, 

Nj-v  if  ye  ha'ce  a  station  in  the  file. 

And  not  in  the  nvorst  rank  of  manhood^  say  it. 

If  the  ftatement  I  have  given,  is  a  fair  one,  and  mofl  con- 
fcientioufiy  do  I  believe  it  to  be  fo,  it  follows,  that  upon  the 
eftablifhment  of  our  independence,  we  were  free  to  choofe 
any  form  of  government.  That  we  were  by  no  means  tied 
dov/n  to  a  pure  democracy,  and  that  nothing  can  be  more 
impudently  falfe  and  unfounded,  than  that  a  genuine  whig  of 
feventy-fix,  and  a  jacobin  are  the  fame.  I  will  admit  that  a 
republican  government,  was  the  only  one  contemplated,  or  at 
all  accommodated  to  our  Hate  of  fociety  ;  but  do  contend, 
that  it  was  open  to  any  modification,  of  which  that  form  is, 
fufceptible. 

I  am,  Sec. 
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LETTER       II. 
DEAR   SIR, 

X  HERE  cannot  be  a  grofTer  infult  to  common 
fenfe,  than  the  aiTertion  of  a  hmilarity,  between  the  tremen- 
dous mania  that  has  infefled  France,  and  the  fober  temper 
of  the  American  revolution.  I  admit  indeed,  that  in  fome 
refpe6ls,  our  proceedings  were  taken  as  a  model  by  the 
French ;  but  they  copied  them  fo  aukwardly,  and  exhibited 
fuch  antic  tricks  and  difguiling  buffooneries  in  the  imitation, 
as  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  contempt  of  every  man  of  fen- 
timent  and  taile.  Never  were  the  habits  and  manners  of 
people,  more  diinmilar,  than  ours  and  theirs. .  No  wonder, 
therefore,  that  wdiat  was  tolerable  in  us,  fliould  become  fo 
5nfufferable  in  them.  If  the  afs  will  imitate  the  lap-dog,  he 
richly  deferves  to  be  cudgelled  for  it,  and  poor  republican 
France,  has  dearly  paid  for  her  folly.  The  fimilitude  attempt- 
ed to  be  eilablirned  between  the  two  revolutions,  puts  me  in 
mind  of  honeft  Fluellin's  comparifon  of  Macedon  and  Mon- 
mouth, in  Shakefpeare's  Henry  the  IVth.  ''  I'll  tell  you,  cap- 
''  tain,"  fays  the  Welihman,  "if  you  look  into  the  maps  of 
"  the  'orkl,  I  warrant  you  fnall  fi?id  in  the  comparifon  be- 
*'  tween  Macedon  and  Monmouth,  that  the  fituations,  look 
*'  you,  is  both  alike.  There  is  a  river  in  Macedon  ;  and  there 
*'  is  alfo,  moreover,  a  river  at  Monmouth  :  It  is  called  Wye 
''  at  Monmouth  ;  but  it  is  out  of  my  prains  what  is  the  name 
<'  of  the  other  river ;  but  'tis  all  one,  'tis  fo  like  as  my  fmg- 
*'  ers  is  to  my  fuigers,  and  there  is  falmons  4-n  both."  His 
^'  Welfli  pride  adds—"  There  is  good  people  in  Mon- 
^'  mouth."     And  fo  no  doubt  there  are  in  France,  fay  I. 

I  ihall  not  undertake  to  fliow  what  the  principles  of  the 
French  revolution  really  were.  Tliat  would  be  a  puzzling 
talk.  Anarchy  does  not  admit  of  being  reduced  to  princi- 
ples. Befides,  the  objecl  was  eternally  changing.  iU  firft  it 
was  a  limited  monarchy.  Then  a  federate  republic,  a  la 
fno3d  du  Petion,  BriiTot,  Condorcet  and  Paine.  Then  a  re- 
public, one  and  indivifible,  a  la  mode  du  Marat,  Danton,  and 
Robefpierre.  Then  a  five  headed  repub^lic,  under  the  au- 
fpices  of  Barras  and  Co.  Then  a  fort  of  Roman  republic, 
under  a  conful  for  ten  years  ;  and  now  a  truly  Augullan  re- 
public, under  a  conful  for  life  ;  and  from  every  appearance, 
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t\\G  republic  is  faft  verging  to  the  point  from  which  it  fef  out, 
an  abfoliiic  hereditary  monarchy.*  He  that  would  attemnt 
a  pi61ure  of  the  changeling,  mull  ^ 

Choose  ofrm  clovd,  before  it  fall,  and  in  It 
Catch  ere:  it  cha7i^rc^  the  h3'ai;i  cf  the  minute. 

Arefemblance  may  indeed  be  traced  in  the  circumilan-e 
of  our  both  being  at  war  with  a  king,  and  that  king,  the 
kmc.  of  Great  Britain.  And  this  I  conceive,  is  quite  enouo:h, 
to  account  for  tlie  extreme  interell  and  fympathy  which  the 
soi-disajits  patriots  and  ftatcfmen  of  feventv-fix,  took  in  the 
caufe  of  the  gallic  revolutionilb,  and  for  the  ardor  with  which 
they  fighed  for  their  fcternal  embraces.  Logan's  embafiV  is 
at  once  a  proof  of  their  extravagance  of  pailion,  and  of  *the 
juftnefs  of  the  poet's  remark,  that  '^  the  lefs  one's  fenfe,  the 
more  one's  love  appears." 

But  men  calling  themfelves  politicians,  fliould  endeavor 
to  get  nd  of  refentments  and  propenfities  which  blind  them 
to  the  true  mterefts  of  dieir  country,  and  fmk  them  to  a  level 
with  tne  common  herd. 

Uni  qiiippe  <sacat  studiis^  odiisquc  carenti 
Humanura  higere  genus. 

'  Ko  stings  of  private  hate  his  peace  infest, 
^'or  partial  favor  gre^i  upon  his  breast  ; 
But  safe  from  prejudice  he  kept  his  mind, 
Free  and  at  leisure  to  lament  mankind  ; 

Is  the  difiDofitlon  attributed  to  Cato.  And  the  ilatefman,  and 
above  all  the  philofophic  flatehiian,  inftcad  of  participatiup; 
in  the  Vindictive  paffions  of  the  multitude,  fnould  exert  him- 
leit  to  ahuage  them,  and  like  the  great  Roman  patriot,  Iboulcl 
cveii  extend  hjs  views  to  the  happinefs  of  the  human  race. 

1  ernaps  I  may  be  told,  that  this  is  the  great  difcriminatimr 
ieature  of  the   fed  which  now  adminiiters  the  affairs   of 
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this  country.     That  they  are  the  cofmopolites,  the  true  citi- 
zens of  the  world,  ibaring  above  ilaviili  fuperllitions  and  ter- 
ritorial boundaries.      What  is  Co  eafy  as  for  men  to  deceive 
themfelves  !    It  is  certainly '' as  eafy,    as   it  is  hard  to  de- 
ceive others."     I  well  know,   that  this  is  the  character  af- 
fumed  by  the  difciples  of  the  newfchool,  and  that  they  afcribe 
to  their  adverfaries,  confined  views  and  unphiiofophic  preju- 
dices.    Before,  however,  the  illumanati  can  obtain  any  cre- 
dit for  fuperior  enlargement  of  mind,  they  ought  to   iliow 
that  their  do61rines  are  calculated  to  promote  human  happi- 
nefs.       Promifmg  theories  and  good  intentions,  but  poorly 
compcnfate  for  meafures,  which  have  invariably  led  to  anar- 
chy and  mifery.     But  inllead  of  liberality,  a  gloomy  fanati- 
cifm,  a  four,  malignant  fpirit  of  perfecution,  fuch  as  too  ge- 
nerally accompany" fchemes  of  reformation,  evidently  attend 
the  prelent  advocates  for  innovation.     When  men  become 
bigots  in  any  caufe,  they  are,  when  poiTelTed  of  power,  pcr- 
fecutors  in  courfe.     Charity  and  bigotry  cannot  refide  toge- 
ther.    Equally  oppofite  in  their  nature,  are  fanaticifm  and 
true  philofophy.     The  latter  cannot  confiil  with  extravagant 
zeal  ;  it  favors  of  apathy,  and  looks  down  with  pity  on  the 
wild  pailions  of  the  inglorious  throng.  Whh  what  propriety, 
then,  can  the  admirers  and  participators  in  the  gallic  frenzy, 
lay  claim  to  a  charafter  made  up  of  wifdom  and  magnanimity  ? 
After  all,  he  muft  be  but  a  very  petulant,  as  well  as  Ihal- 
low  philofopher,  who,  becaufe  he  has  had  a  quarrel  with  a 
monarch,  aims  at  deftroying  the  craft,  and  republicanifnig 
the  globe  ;  Vvho,  though  tyrants  v/ith  new  means  and  nevv^  ti- 
tles abound,  is  only  folicitous  that  no  king  fliall  remain  upon 
earth  ;   who  is  refolved  to  refcue  the  holy  land  of  equality 
from  the  dominion  of  political  infidels,  and  difplays  the  hon- 
7iet  roii^e  of  libertv,  as  Peter  the  hermit  did  a  Crucifix  of  old, 
for  the'^purpofe  of'''  infuriating"  the  world.     Whatever  may 
be  the  pretenfions  of  fuch  a  one,  he  is  neither  aftatefman  nor 
a  philofopher.     He  is  a  vulgar  man,  and  nothing  more   nor 
lefs,  than  a  cmfader  of  the  eighteenth  century.^'- 
Your's,   8>cc. 

*  Philofophv  feems  refolved,  if  flic  muft  die,  to  die  hard.  Paine,  we  find,  is 
vet  entitled  to^he  gratitude  of  nations.  They  are  to  take  the  xviil  for  the  ceed 
probaMy.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  however,  that  the  fyftera  of  ih.s  thL^o-phiian- 
throoiilwill  generally  have  a  fnnilar  ilTue  with  that  of  the  perfon  \vho  was  at 
great  pains  tob-ing  his  horfe  lo  live  without  food— j "ft  as  the  objed  was  attained, 
lo  I  the  animal  died. 
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LETTER       III. 
DEAR   SIR, 

Jam  fare  I  need  not  prefs  upon  you,  the  im- 
portance of  morals  to  government,  and  efpecially  to  a  govern- 
ment  fo  conilituted   as    ours.     When  duplicity  is  recom- 
mended by  the  example  of  our  rulers,  fatal  indeed  mull   be 
the  efFe6l  upon  the  community.     When  the  arts  of  an  iiUri- 
guer  are  officially  play'd  off  by  thofe  inveftcd  with  the  hi:^'h- 
eil   authorities,  Ve    need    not  be   furprized   that  tricking 
fhould  become  the  order  of  the  day,  and  a  prominent  trait  in 
the  national  charafter.     Whatever  devices  might  have  been 
praOJfed   in  times   paft,   for  the  attainment  of  power,  they 
were  laid  ailde  when  the  obje6l  was  obtained  ;  and  it  has  hi- 
therto been  cuftomary  to  link  the  demagogue  in  the  magi- 
ilrate.     Bat  to  ihe  humiliation  of  our  country,  even  this  re- 
gard to  decency  is  now  diipenfed  with.   We  have  feenthe  go- 
vernor of  a  Hate  in  the  attitude  of  a  fifliwoman,  hurling  fcur- 
rilous  epithets  at  that  half  of  the  community  that  had  been 
incapable  of  appreciating  his  virtues  ;  and  in  the  moil  piteous 
whine  imaginable,  complaining  to  his  conilituents,  howfcur- 
vily  the  federal  officers  had  behaved  to  the  republican  can- 
didate.    We  have  witnefTed  a  chief  magillrate  of  the  union, 
throwing  out  lures  for   popularity  in  his  official  capacity  ; 
holding  himfclf  forth  as  the  friend  of  the  poor,  the  redrefier 
of  their  wrongs,  and  refforer  of  th^ir  rights.     Announcing 
himfelf  as  the  champion  of  a  fe6l,  whofe  ravenous  maw  he 
was  determined  to  gratify  by  an  immediate    transfer  of  the 
loaves  and  fillies,  which  the  adverfe  fc6l  had  monopolized, 
and    been    churlifhly    gormandizing    among    themfelves. 
Admitting  indeed,  that  the  difference   between  the   fe6ls, 
was  not  very  effential,  except  as  to  the  articles,   of  bow- 
els for  the  mouth  of  lal^or,   hofpitality,   toleration  and  good 
houfewifery  ;  and  finally  making  known  his  mod  gracious 
intention  to  correcl  thcfe   procedures,  and  fo  clofe  the  circle 
of  our  felicities.     Wonderful  man  !  he  has  the  whole  theorv 
of  human  happincfs  coiled  round  his  finger,  and  runs  it  off  as 
the  dcfcending  well-bucket  does  the  rope  from  the  windlas. 

Had  these  accufations  been  well  founded,  did  they  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  this  high  Ration,  efpecially  as  it  was  ad- 
mittedthattheadminiftrationhadnotdeviatcd  very  fiirfroni  the 


[      »2      ] 

right  path  ?  But  if  they  were  inifupported  by  fiifis,  whnt 
epithet  (hall  wc  apply  to  them  ?  The  principal  charge,  attd 
the  one  moft  fufceptible  of  afcertainment,  viz.  that  of  op- 
preiiion  of  the  poor,  is  evidently  unwarranted.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  faid,  that  this  was  a  mere  rhetorical  flouriih,  a  general 
fentiment,  that  had  no  particular  reference.  But  this  is  the 
mode  in  which  demagogues  ufually  convey  their  deleterious 
potions.  Such  was  that  adopted  by  Mr.  Giles  in  his  fpeech 
on  the  judiciary  bill,  to  infmuate  that  the  federalills  aimed  at 
monarchy.  He  did  not  dare  to  fay  fo  exprcfsly,  but  this 
or  nothing  was  his  meaning,  and  had  no  doubt  its  intended 
eire6l  upon  thofe  to  whom  it  was  addreifed.  It  is  enough, 
fpargere  voces  in  %^ulgum  ambiguas. 

It  would  be  needlcfs  to  enumerate  all  the  contradictions 
and  pitiable  devices,  which  have  been  exhibited  by  the  per- 
fons,  now  unhappily  in  power.  Your  candor  will  not  require 
it,  and  I  am  fure  they  cannot  have  efcaped  you.  What  then 
fliall  we  fay  of  the  morals  of  thefe  men,  and  their  fitnefs  for 
command  ;  or  rather  what  are  we  to  think  of  the  deftinies  of 
our  ill-fated  cnuntry  ? 

It  is  a  melancholy  refle6lion,  that  every  attempt  to  mode- 
rate licentioufncfs  and  to  correct  the  abufes  of  republicanifm, 
is  immediately  conilrued  into  a  predilection  for  monarchy. 
If  you  are  not  a  jacobin,  you  mufl  of  courfe  be  a  tory.-^  If 
you  ai^e  not  prepared  for  a  voyage  on  the  tempeituoiis  fea  of 
liberty,  you  mull  be  an  advocate  for  the  calm  .of  defpotifm. 
No  medium  is  tolerated.  But  whatever  be  the  inference,  I 
muft  confefs  my  dread  of  this  perturbed  fea.  /Equcra  m.e  ttr- 
rsnt,  et  ponti  trillis  imago.  Nor  am  I  the  lefs  difmayed, 
that  beyond  the  dafliing  of  the  billows,  I  perceive  the  depre- 
cated calm.  Look  at  France — After  her  recent  cataltrophc, 
is  it  poillble,  that  any  can  be  found  hardy  enough  to  tread  in 
her  footfteps  ? 

You  may  tell  me  perhaps,  for  though  half  a  federalill,  you 
are  not  without  a  daih  of  the  philofopher,  that  there  is  no 
danger  under  the  aufpices  of  Mr.    Jefferfon.     That  he  is  a 

*  It  fcfmz  hard  thnf  wc  arc  not  permittctl  ro  moderate  tlie  Qu:xotifm  of  the  new 
ciuradcrs.  Bccai\fe  Ccfvantcs  attacked  the  extravagances  of  chivalry,  are  -we 
to  ('ur)pofe,  that  he  Nvas  a  lovy  f'cliow  and  a  leveller  ?  And  cannot  wc  endeavor  to 
prevent  a  war  of  extermination  with  monurchs,  without  being  guil:>  of  v^illiintf 
to  fst  one  over  ourfclvcs  ? 
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mild  man,  and  in  every  refpecl  the  revcrfc  of  the  fanguinarj 
monflci  s  of  France.  It  may  be  fo.  But  fiich  precifely, 
was  the  fcafFolding  which  reared  the  edifice  of  Robefpierian 
tyranny.  BailHe,  Condorcct  and  Briifot,  were  meek  men 
and  philofophers.  As  to  the  charader  of  Mr.  J.  I  profefs  to 
know  no  more  of  it,  than  his  public  conduct  has  developed, 
I  was  once  difpofed  to  confider  him  a  well  meaning  vifionary, 
who  had  got  committed  on  the  fubjcft  of  French  affairs,  and 
had  too  much  of  the  pride  of  underftanding  to  confefs  his 
error.  From  what  has  fmce  occurred,  his  fagacity  has  in 
fome  dagree  appreciated  at  the  expenfe  of  his  fmcerity.  But 
I  cannot  think  him  a  deep  politician  either.  None  can  doubt 
his  wiili  to  retain  the  power  he  has  by  fuch  a  long  and  per- 
fevering  effort  acquired,  nor  his  willingnefs  to  lacrifice  to  its 
prefervation.  And  yet,  whom  has  he  pleafed  ?  Certainly 
not  the  mercantile  interell,  J  nor  fliould  I  fuppofe  the  agri- 
cultural, at  leafl  the  enlightened  part  of  it.  The  members 
of  the  judiciary,  whether  of  the  general  or  flate  governments, 
cannot  be  highly  gratified  by  the  precedent  he  has  eflabliih. 
cd.  The  gentlemen  of  the'bar  have  no  reafon  to  confider 
themfelves  under  great  obligation  to  him  ; — and,  no  fincere 
clergyman,  I  fhould  prcfume,  can  relifh  his  philofophy.  In 
a  word,  is  there  a  man  in  the  community  who  has  a  flake  in. 
the  prefervation  of  order  and  tranquillity,  that  does  not  fliud- 
der  at  the  fluices  which  he  and  his  worthy  precurfor  have 
laid  open  ?  From  whom,  then,  does  he  look  for  fupport  ?  or 
does  he  calculate  upon  overwhelming  the  induftry,  the  pro- 

-t  The  prefent  fyftem  of  policy,  appears  to  hr  a  jumble  of  philofophic  liberality 
and  unphilofophic  locality— of  cofmopulitifm  and  Vi.-^^iniaifm.  The  former  er- 
|cndcrsa  difpohtion  fo  oucragcouay  pacific,  as  to  prefer  an  cmptv  ireafury  to  a. 
lull  one,  fo- the  lake  of  keeping  out  of  harm's  way.  it  rrquirrs  us  to  dire^  on  r 
energies  to  the  muitiplicauon  of  our  fpccics,  and  to  forego  the  carrying  trade,  left 
n  niould  draw  us  into  a  fquubble.  In  fhorr,  we  are  to  become  Chinefe,  and  furli- 
ly  ftay  at  home,  telling  thofe  who  may  war.t  the  rich  products  of  our  indMftry 
to  come  and  fetch  thera.  The  latter  prompts  the  endeavor  to  fet  the  landed  in- 
ereft  aoovc  the  mercantile.  Commerce  is  indeed  complimented  with  bcir<»  the' 
handmaid  lo  agriculture,  but  even  ti.ar  honor  is  conferred  upon  nn  ^l-n.  U  la- 
bors a.fo  for  the  prcfcivation  of  flate  fovei-ignty  in  its  primeval  intesrity,  and 
for  ihe  demolition  ol  federal  tribunals,  imperilnently  interfering  fomcTimes,  he- 
fft-ecn  the  free-born  American,  and  the  (litviOi  tranfatlantic  creditor.     It  excites 
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perty,  the  worth  and  refpeflability  of  the  country,  by  an  in- 
imdation  of  afylurn-feekers,  and  whiikey  guzzlers,  in  motley 
alliance  Vvith  the  charioted  ariilocracy  ofthe  ancient  dominion?  f 

The  Notes  on  Virginia,  the  produ6^don  of  his  happier 
hour,  though  in  general  calculated  to  give  a  favorable  im- 
preflion  of  his  heart  and  talents,  are  not  without  puerilities, 
and  inilances  of  overweening  local  attachment.  Fie  is  child- 
ifli  ly  tenacious  ofthe  honor  of  his  country.  He  cannot  en- 
dure the  idea,  that  even  a  brute  fliould  degenerate  in  it,  and 
feems  to  exult  in  the  enormous  bones  found  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  Strange  modification  of  the  amor  patricv^ 
which  leads  us  to  admire  an  aptitude  in  our  climate,  to  pro- 
duce "•  all  monilrous,  all  prodigious  things  !"  Le  veritable 
et  folide  amour  de  la  patrie,  fays  Voltaire,  confifie  a  lui  faire 
du  bien,  et  a  contribuer  a  fa  liberte  autant  qu'il  nous  ell  pof- 
fiblc.  Mais  difputer  feulement  fur  les  auteurs  de  notre 
nation,  nous  vanter  d'avoir  parmi  nous  des  meilieurs  poetes 
quenosvoifms  c'eit  plutot  fot  amour  de  nous-memes  qu'a- 
mour  de  notre  pays.*  If  this-fentiment  is  jult,  Mr.  JeiFerfon 
mull  be  more  than  commonly  affe^led  with  felf-love,  fmce  he 
has  not  contented  himfelf  with  boailing  of  our  men  of  genius 
merely,  but  has  manfully  contended  for  the  glory  of  our  qua- 
drupeds. But  let  that  pafs.  Were  he  equally  zealous  for 
the  honor  of  his  country,  in  matters  wherein  her  honor  is 
more  materially  concerned,  1  iliould  be  among  the  lail  to  no- 
tice his  foibles. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  fee  nothing  in  the  philofophical  prefi- 
dent,pre-emir;ently  to  entitle  him  to  tiie  admiration  and  con- 
fidence of  his  countr3\  His  inaugural  addrcfs,  muil  found 
in  the  ears  of  a  flatefman,  I  fancy,  a  good  deal  as  the  pe- 
dant's didertation  on  the  art  of  war,  did,  to  the  celebrated 
Carthagenian  general.     It  is  a  fchool-boy  declamation,  ar- 

T  Indignation  IS  an  honeft  emotion,  and /iiould  not  h€  nncandid.  It  mi)<l  i>e 
admitted  that  the  tax  upon  carriages  was  higb,  and  that  it  bore  hard  upon  the 
fuuthern  g.entleraen.  Due  allowance  fhould  be  made  for  habits  and  manners. 
*'  O  reafon  not  the  need  ;  even  begg^ars  are  in  the  poorert:  tiling  fuperf^uous.'"  But 
fince  the  houfe-tax,  theVirt;in)a  planter  has  certainly  no  ri'j^iit  to  complain  of 
Tinfairnefs  or  inequality.  By  the  bye  !  how  remote  are  both  thtfe  taxes  from  a 
policy  unfriendly  to  the  poor  ? 

*  The  true  and  folj4  love  of  country,  confifts  in  tTr'»ng;  good  to  it,  and  in  con- 
tributing as  much  as  we  can  to  its  liberty.  But  to  ftickie  merely  for  the  authors 
of  our  nation,  and  to  boaft  tlrat  we  have  better  poets  thuO  our  neighbors,  is  rather 
a  lilly  iove  of  ourfelves,  than  a  love  of  our  country.  Efaj^  on  E^ic  Voctry* 
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rogant  under  an  afFc6lation  of  humility,  and  infidioiis  under 
a  diiplay  of  liberality  and  benevolence.  The  anfwer  to  the 
New-Haven  memorial,  is  a  miferable  tiffue  of  fophiilry  and^ 
undignified  petulance  ;  and  the  meillige  on  the  opening  of 
congrefs,  replete  with  ^'ery  weak  or  very  dihngenuous  ob- 
fervations. 

Were  I  in  a  few  words,  to  efTay  a  character  of  this  gentle- 
man, I  fliould  fay,  he  was  one,  who  from  dabbling  among 
books  in  a  place  where  literary  purfuits  were  not  in  vogue, 
and  from  the  habit  of  meafuring  himfclf  with  men  of  (lender 
acquirements,  had  been  lifted  into  no  mean  opinion  of  his 
abilities.   That  no  man  was  more  verbally  virtuous  or  "  am- 
bitiouily   fententious."      That  from  the  ludicrous  contraft, 
between  the  honey   of  his  aphorifms  and  the  wormwood  of 
his  acls,  though  not  witty  himfelf,  he  ^^'as  like  the  flit  knight 
of  facetious  memory,  a  molt  prolific  fource  of  wit,  in  other 
Mien.     That  ftrength  of  mind,  if  lie  pofTefled  it,  was  rarely 
confpicuous,  and  that  wlten  he  rofe  above  imbecility,  it  was 
rather  the  elevation  of  cunning  than  wifdom.     That  he  was 
both  vifionary  and  defigning,  as  Cromwell  is  rcprefented  by 
Hume,  to  have  been  at  once  a  fanatic  and  an  impoilor.  That 
the  vanity  of  being  confidered  a  man  of  depth,  had  made  him 
willing  to  be  eventually  recognized  for  a  deceiver.     That  he 
was  pleafed  with  having  a  pair  of  firings  to  his  bow,  and 
hugged  himfelf  in  the  contemplation,  that  if  the  new  fchool 
^keeps  its  ground,  he  has  an  indifputable   claim  to  the  firfl 
honors  of  the  inllitution  ;  and  that  if  it  finally  finks  into  con- 
tempt, he  will  pafs  for  an  able  politician,  who  faw  the  follies 
of  the  times,  and  dexteroufly  made  them  fubfervient  to  his 
purpofes.  Such  in  my  eye,  is  this  ''greateft  man  in  America.'^ 

Your's,  (kc. 


1  E  T  T  E  R       IV. 
DEAR    SIR, 

X  HE  calculation  of  the  fedemlifls  in  fuppof- 
ing  they  are  flrengthening  their  caufe  by  the  dete6lion  and 
expofure  of  roguery,  and  that  they  will  be  able  to  bring  a- 
bout  a  change  of  fentiment  by  rei\fon  and  and  argument,   is 
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not  founded  in  jufl  ideas  of  the  nature  of  man,  or  of  the  prcfcnt 
ilate  of  party  rage.  What  fignifies  it,  that  a  patriot  Hands 
coiivi6led  of  rafcality  !  in  certain  conjun6liires,  villainy  is 
precifely  the  aid  that  is  wanted,  of  which  opinion  fcems'  to 
be  Hudibras,  when  he  fays  to  the  conjuror, 

But  if  the  DeviVs  of  yozir  council^ 
Much  may  he  done,  my  noble  Donsd. 

When  a  perfon  has  fairly  taken  his  fide,  is  thoroughly 
heated  and  enliilcd  under  the  banners  of  a  party,  he  is  not  to 
be  liiaken  by  trifles,  and  ilill  lefs  is  he  to  be  gained  by  fliow- 
ing  him  his  folly.  The  queftion  with  the  democrats  no  lon- 
ger is,  which  fide  is  right,  but  which  fliali  prove  the  ftrong- 
cft  ;  and  with  the  Iiungry  part  of  them,  it  is,  ^vhether  or  not 
their  generous  patron  Ihall  continue  to  be  the  iffuing  com- 
miflary  of  the  public  rations.  If  the  federalifts  have  thought 
moll  correctly,  and  have  manifeftiy  the  fupexiority  of  talents 
on  their  fide,  their  adverfaries  are  only  the  m.ore  Simulated 
to  overwhelm  them  by  fupcriority  of  numbers.  By  thcfe 
means  they  check  the  infolence  of  ability;  for  the  true  fpirit 
of  equality  cannot  brook  fuperiority  of  any  kind,  not  even  of 
manners,  v/ifdom,  or  virtue. 

On  an  impartial  theatre,  how  complete  would  be  the  tri-- 
iimph  of  federalifm  in  the  premature  death  of  the  heaven- 
born,  immortal  republic — -ftrangled  in  the  fiovv^cr  of  her  age, 
hj  one  of  the  moil  darling  of  her  children  !  Yet  hint  the  cir- 
cumflance  to  a  democrat,  and  what  is  the  confequence  ?  In- 
llead  of  the  humility  of  convi611on,  it  produces  emotions  of 
rage,  and  the  appellation  of  tory.  The  federalifls  indeed 
may  laugh  among  themfelves,  but  their  merriment,  inilead 
of  m.aking  profelytes,  engenders  the  moil  deadly  hatred. 
They  muil  then  renounce  the  advantage  of  having  truth  o^i 
their  fide,  and  as  they  would  avert  the  profcriptions,  which 
like  thefword  of  Damocles,  arc  fufpended  over  their  heads, 
they  muft  immediately  put  on  a  humility  proportioned  to  the 
fuperior  corre6lnefs  of  their  opinions.  They  mull  crave  par- 
don for  having  been  more  wife  or  more  honell  than  their  fel- 
low citizens  ;  and  if  they  ever  hope  to  be  forgiven,  they  mull 
fmk  tfie  rememibrance  of  their  anti- republican  fuperiority  by 
rnanifefdng  an  intention  of  floundering  on  with  the  multitude 
on  all  future  occafions.     For  the  majority  not  only  make  the 
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laws,  but  the  morality  of  the  countrj  ;  and  never  was  there  a 
period,  in  A\hich  the  maxim  was  more  emphatically  jufc,  That 
in  a  mirititude  of  council  there  is  fafetj.  Happy  peorJc  ! 
thrice  i^vored  nation  !  clofed  indeed  is  the  circle  of  thv  fe- 
licities f  •  ■  ■  " 
^  Nor  are  thy  propitious  deHlnies  lefs  to  be  appreciated,  in 
that  thr  liberties  are  confided  to  the  guardianfhip  of 
''  men  of  approved  wifdom,  worth  and  patriotifm"| — of  men 
who  venerate,  who  '*  adore  the  voice  of  the. people, "f  and 
whofe  republican  ears  are  ever  catching  at  the  gentleft  whif- 
pers  of  the  popular  breeze.     Let  there  be  no  internal  taxes, 

faid  the  people and  there  are  none. 

In  our  eilimate  of  the  efficacy  of  truth  when  it  fhall  be 
more  generally  diffiifed,  we  do  not  take  into  the  account,  the 
ftrength  of  the  intereil  oppofed  to  it.     It  conllils  not  merely 
of  the  indigent  and  the  dilfolute,  who  have  nothing  to  lofe, 
and  eiery   thing  to   gain  from  a  fcramble.     Were  men  as 
formerly  in  the  habits  of  induftry,  engaged  in  their  rcfpeaive 
occupations,  and  depending  upon  them  alone  for  a  livlihood 
the  intereft  in  behalf  of  a  well  ordered  government,  would 
doubtlefs  be  an  overmatch  for  the  labors  of  demap-ogues  and 
diforganizers.     But  to  the  misfortune  of  our  country,  almoft 
every  man  is  a  politician,  and  w  hat  is  much  worfe,  an  office 
leeker.     In  purildt  of  his  objea  he  becomes  a  violent  party 
man,  and  of  courfe,  attaches  himfelf  to  that  fide  from  which 
he  IS  moil  likely  to  obtain  promotion.     That  in  this  view  he 
will  be  led  to  join  the  llandard  of  that  fea,  which  is  moil'  li- 
beral of  its  profeflions,  and  which  does  in  faa,  difpenfe   its 
^vors  with  the  leaft  regard  to  ^rorth  and  talents,  is  obvious 
He  accordingly  fubfcribes  for  the  Aurora,   fvrallows  its  po- 
tions and  di%orges  them  upon  his  neighbors,  and  in  the  ra^e 
tor  preferment  by   which  he  is  folelv^en^roiled,  he  is  by  a 
natural  procefs,  brought  to  con  fide  r  ever  v'man  ofrefpeaab^ 
hty  as  his  enemy.  After  what  we  have  already  feen   is  there 
a  wretch  in  the  community,  fo  truly  defpicable  and  blalled 
in  charaaer,  as  not  to  have  well  founded  hopes  of  advance 
ment,  provided  he  has  a  prefs  to  abufe,  or  the  means  of  bring- 
ing votes  to  an  ekaion  ?  Has  net  a  foreign  caitiff,  by  exe- 

t  %^^  ^^75''"^''  ^I'Kean\<:  mefTase  to  the  ftatr  Ip^Ifluurc. 
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cutive  aid,  completely  triumphed  over  the  fenate  and  judi- 
ciary :  And  are  not  ibme  of  the  bafell  fcoundrels  in  the  com- 
munity, at  this  moment  arrayed  againilmen  of  ellabiilhed  in- 
tegrity, who  from  a  want  of  the  verlatiiity  happily  poifeiled 
by  his  excellency  of  Pennfylvania,  are  doing  pennance  for 
the  herefy  of  old  faihioned  morality  ? 

From  this  pi6lureof  our  fituation,  you  will  naturally  con- 
clude, that  1  am  not  fanguine  in  my  expectations  of  a  fpeed^ 
change.  I  really  cannot  fee  how  it  is  to  be  eitetied.  The 
jacobins  are  in  pOiTelTion  of  all  the  avenues  of  information, 
that  might  lead  to  their  difcom.uture.  By  the  aifiilance  of 
fome  powerful  leaders,  the  German  farmers  are  completely 
trammelled.  They  are  v/ell  crammed  wdth  repafts  from  the 
Aurora,  cooked  up  in  their  own  language  with  any  new^  fea- 
foning  that  mr.y  make  them  more  palatable,  and  they  are 
taught  to  believe,  that  the  federal  preffes,  utter  nothing  but 
faifehoods  and  calumnies.  A  fpirit  of  parlimony,  Vvdiich  fa- 
tally abforbs  every  fentiment  of  public  good,  is  a  political 
mifchief  very  generally  dill'ufed  among  the  cultivators  of  our 
lands.  The  adminiftration  therefore,  that  is  tender  of  their 
pockets,  lays  up  a  treafure  in  their  hearts,  which  v^dll  redeem 
a  multitude  of  lins.  For  this  reafon,  the  repeal  of  the  inter- 
nal ta^es,  may  for  a  time  at  leail,  be  a  popular  meafure.  But 
how  long  this  ruinous  fyflem  of  popularity  will  fupport  its 
authors,  is  a  queftion  w^ell  w^orthy  of  dieir  confiderrition.  It 
cannot  always  laft,  and  by  their  outrageous  efforts  to  obtain 
the  good  will  of  the  people,  they  mult  at  length  rip  up  the 
f^oofe  which  lays  the  golden  eggs.  A  velTel  cannot  long  be 
fall,  whofe  apertures  for  difcharge  are  larger  or  more  nume- 
rous than  thofe  for  receipt ;  and  the  treafury  niuft  in  time 
prove  inadequate  to  the  demands  of  wages  and  falaries.  No 
matter  !  the  economical  patriots  wall  flick  to  it  as  long  as  it 
lails,  and  then  let  the  federal  fools  Ull  it  for  them  again.  Such 
13  the  virtue  of  Demagogues  ! 

I  am,  8^c. 
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LETTER       V. 
DEAR    SIR, 

X  HERE  is  no  theme,  perhaps,  which  will  more 
fully  difplay  the  purity  of  the  feci  cxclu lively  aifuming  the 
epithet  of  republican,  than  the  lad  elec?l:ion  for  go\  crnor. 
This  ele6lion  had  long  been  contemplated  as  a  favorable  oc- 
cafion  for  wiping  away  their  political  iins,  and  removing  the 
incumbent  guilt  of  the  whifkey  infurre6lion.  They  antici- 
pated it  as  the  epoch  of  their  political  refure6lion  ;  and  from 
the  French  mania  which  had  fo  generally  infe6led  this  coun- 
try, pervading  even  the  coniines  of  fmall  federalifm,  they 
could  not  but  draw  the  moil  flattering  prefages  of  fuccefs. 
It  is  not  to  be  Avondered  at,  therefor*,  that  the  public  mca- 
fures  for  a  long  time  preceding,  had  pointed  to  this  end.  The 
removal  of  the  feat  of  government  from  the  metropolis, 
which  the  weilern  members  of  the  legislature,  had  long  held 
up  as  a  rod  in  pickle  for  city  influence,  v/as  now  ferioufly 
thought  of  being  put  in  execution.  Several  places  v/ere 
mentioned  and  relinquifhed,  apparently  from  a  collifion  of 
interells  among  the  puritans,  though  probably  from  the  pre- 
concerted defign  of  the  mod  knowing.  At  length  Lancafter 
was  put  in  nomination,  and  tho'  at  that  time  a  fmk  of  ariilc- 
cracy  and  toryifm,  yet  as  Philadelphia  was  Pandemonium  it- 
felf,  the  former  was  preferred  ;  and  by  a  fort  of  compromife 
with  the  fcderalifts,  (who  ilirewdly  fuppofed  they  had  outwit- 
ted the  anti's)  agreed  upon.  The  event  has  but  too  clearly 
fliown  on  which  fide  the  triumph  was.  Head  quarters  be- 
ing now  eftablilhed  at  Lancafter,  the  grand  work  of  jacobin- 
ifing  this  county  and  that  of  York,  as  a  preparatory  ftep  to 
the  jacobin  governor,  was  fet  about  with  a  zeal  and  induftry 
proportioned  to  the  importance  of  the  obje6l.  The  calcula- 
tion was,  that  if  they  could  effeft  an  handfome  breach  in 
thefeftrong  holds  of  federalifm,  they  would  foon  be  able  to 
plant  their  ftandard  in  the  citadel.  But  this  was  not  their 
only  refource.  The  direct  tax,  which  had  moft  opportunely 
come  in  aid  of  their  defigns,  was  doing  wonders  for  them  in 
the  counties  of  Northampton,  Berks  and  Dauphin,  and  a 
grand  colonnade  of  whiikey-poles  Avas  gradually  extending 
from  the  banks  of  the  Delaware  to  thofeof  Sufquehannah. 


[    ao     ] 

Perhaps  I  wrong  the  fagac'ity  of  the  fe£\:  in  fiippofmg  tills 
commotion  merely  fortuitous.  It  is  at  icait  equally  probable, 
that  it  was  let  on  foot  by  the  patriots,  and  that  the  fudden 
tran(la.tion  of  the  gallant  Fries,  from  ignominy  to  glory,  and 
from  the  command  of  a  company  to  that  of  a  regiment,  was 
BOtliing  more  than  a  grateful  ixccgnition  of  his  iifeful  co- 
operation in  the  great  cauie.* 

Matters  being  now  matured,  the  next  ilep  and  a  rery  im- 
portant one  it  was,  was  to  iix  upon  a  fuitable  candidate. 
Hie  patriots,  whether  from  a  diHiculty  of  fele6ling  the  moft 
worthy,  in  an  alTembhige  w^here  all  w  ere  worthy  ;  or  from 
whatever  caufe  it  was,  feemed  to  be  a  good  deal  puzzled. 
At  leiTgth  however,  two  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination, 
Peter  Muhlenberg  and  Thomas  M^Kean.  Yes — Thomas 
M'Kean,  the  chief  juilice;  he  uponwiiomFindley  oncefaRened 
an  impeachment,  and  whom  the  whiiiiey  boy sa6lually  burned 
in  eiiigy  at  Carliiie.  The  very  fame.  But  (quantum  mu- 
tatus  ab  illo  !)  times  were  changed,  and  he  with  them.  He 
was  no  longer  the  overbearir.g,  the  ariftocratic,  the  intolerant 
I'homas  M^Kean,  who  had  imprifoned  Ofwald,  and  com- 
pared the  murmurs  of  the  quondam  antifederaliils  to  the 
working  of  imall-beer.  He  wtis  nov/  an  anti-treaty  man,  a 
eallo- American  and  moil  (Irenuous  alTerter  of  the  rights  of 
man.  True  it  is,  that  Findley,  Smilie,  and  Gallatin,  who 
had  often  witneired  his''  anti-republican  tendencies,"  were 
at  firll  a  little  ilaggered,  but  Dallas  and  Coxe  alTured  them 
he  v/ould  do,  andlhat  he  wore  a  heart  fo  fmarting  from -his 
wrongs,  that  like  Jaffier,  he  could  "  bear  a  lighted  torch  at 
noon,'''to  the  arfenal,  and  fet  its  gates  on  fire."  Refieaing 
too,  that  his  merit  had  been  overlooked  by  the  general  go- 
Tcrnment,  tliat  his  honeil  zeal  for  the  fupprefTion  of  libels 
had  been  foiled  by  an  ariftocratic  grand  jury  ;  that  Cobbet  had 
lafbed,  and  that  "the  federalifts  had  laughed,  they  were  con- 
vinced he  might  be  relied  upon.  There  is  no  doubt  howe- 
\  r,  but  that  the  old  gendeman's  ai|nrations  for  the  ilation, 
would  have  been  a  fuiiicient  reafon  with  fuch  good  republi- 
cans  for  rejefting  him  ;  but  when  they  confidered  'that  the 

«  What  fti-enscheijs  this  fufp'.ciou  5s,  thatibedlrcft  tax  fecms  to  b?  approved 
of  by  th''  f--"^  nnd  of  conrefjuence,  a  meie  oppofidon  to  it,  would  not  be  a  recom- 
i.i:>ndario!i  to  iavor,  li  had  not  in  their  eyes,  the  iutriniic  merit  ot  the  iRiarres- 
:.^a  a"-uiiin:  th,  cxcifs  law. 
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terms  might  be  enliancca  in  proportion  to  the  velicmcncc  of 
his  deiifcs,  and  that  aieiiegado  ciiriltian  ever  makes  the  molt 
mercilefs  Turk,  they  were  perfiiaded  that  he  w  as  the  man, 
of  all  the  men  in  the  flatc,  m  ho  ought  to  be  the  governor. 
For  there  was  a  '^  a  long  aeeount  'twixt  them  and 
vengeance."  Many  were  the  wrongs  to  be  redreifed,  and 
many  were  the  crimes  to  be  challired.  They  had  been  fad^ 
ly  hackled  in  the  reignbf  of  terror,  and  to  the  utter  extiriCliQu 
of  all  that  was  republican,  certain  native  Anicricans,  prefum- 
ing  probably  upon  their  having  fought  and  fulYcred  in  the 
caufc  of  their  country,  had  d^acd  to  exercife  opinions  w  liieh 
militated  with  the  patriotic  views  of  thefe  iUullrious  fons  of 
Hibcrnia  and  Geneva.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Muhienbero;, 
who  in  addition  to  a  v»  ant  of  nerve  for  the  bufiricfs,  was'i 
German,  (and  the  leaders  of  the  kQ.  have  not  the  leall  inten- 
tion of  giving  confequence  to  the  Germans,  how^ever  they 
may  like  their  humble  fervices)  was  dropped,  and  iMr. 
M-Kean  dubbed  die  republican  candidate.  , 

While  thefe  important  meafures  were  tranfa6ling,  it  is  not' 
to  be  fuppofcd  that  the  correfpondent  of  Mazzei  was 
an  unconcerned  fpedator.  Like  his  friend  Mr.  Dallas,  he 
was  deeply  imprelfed  with  the  momentum  of  Pennfylvania 
politics,}  and  viewed  the  approaching  election  for  governor, 
as  an  event  which  in  its  confeo^uences  ^^  ould  probably  deter- 
mme  the  fuccefs  of  his  long  purfuit  of  the  ])refidency .  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  therefore,  that  he  indireaiy  affifted  in  the 
confultations,  and  approved  the  choice.  Nor  is  it  icfs  dubi- 
ous, t]i?lit  was  a  pitrt  of  the  general  plan  of  attack  upon  the 
federal  adininillration,  that  the  fhite  officers  who  were  its 
advocates,  fhould  be  deinolillied,  in  cale  of  the  fuccefs  of  the 
republican  candidate . 

^  Let  us  pafs  over  the  dreary  interv-al,  which,  for  the  firil 
time  in  Pcnniyivania,  prellnted  the  alarming  fpeaacie,  of  an 
elcaioncering  chief  juilicc.  Let  us  forget,"if  it  be  poifible, 
the  m&3iy  inftances  of  proilrated  dignity,  and  proilituted  in- 
fluence, which  were  exhibited,  as  v/eifas  the  bafe  calumnies 


■e   im- 


_t  There  wore  ccrtalrjy  two  cffhrm,  nnd  fo  far  a,  t^efc  gcntlemea  n:.  .,»- 
plicntrd,  the  ru-,1,  l,y  much  the  r.u.ft  le.rific.  Rut  t'le  tr-^ih  is  not  to  b^  fpo'^en  n^ 
^'1  ^l!^'"  5  ^'^^  ^^'^  "'^'"'^  v)F  WnPainston  is  too  popular  to  be  P;ivea  un  to  t«e  torics" 

t    Ihis  impremnn  is  fiippofed  by  inaie  to  have  bad  its   inP.uence' upon- ar'-cent 


mcafure  in  the  rvftrni  nV  bnrmonv,  the  removal  of  Mr.  tatiircrand  rubauutio"n  of 
I'ho  talks  orinUiCiied  motives  and  iiitrieuc  .' 


Mr.  Ivluhlcnbcr^j.     W 
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and  falfehoods  that  were  propagated  by  tlit  partifans  of  his 
honor,  in  that  unhappy  fcene.  Let  us  at  once  merge  the 
the  repubUcan  candidate  in  the  repubhcan  governor,  and 
fairly  feat  him  on  the  throne. 

The  aufpicious  reign  was  ufh<ered  in  by  a  convention  of 
democratic  notables^  itiled  I  think,  a  council  or  committee  of 
arrangements,  in  which  a  decree  of  llarvation  was  pronounc- 
ed on  fundry  oftenders,  with  their  unoffending  families,  for 
the  unheard  of  contumacy,  of  exercifmg  the  right  of  fuffrage, 
hitherto  fuppofed  to  be  one  of  the  rights  of  man,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  republican  candidate.  What  precife  command 
of  votes  gave  a  title  to  the  honor  of  a  fitting,  in  this  auguft 
aifcmbly,  is  not  publicly  known.  It  would  appear,  however, 
that  a  liii  of  the  officers,  was  laid  before  the  illuftrious  body, 
each  member  whereof  was  invefted  with  the  power,  of  pro- 
fcribing  any  one  againft  whom  he  might  have  a  private  pique, 
or  political  ground  of  difpleafure.  The  meafure  no  doubt, 
was  in  the  true  fpirit  of  republicanifm,  being  in  unifon  with 
that  enlightened  fy Hem  of  intrigue,  which  now  pervades  the 
United  States,  and  exhibits  a  concatenation  of  interefts  ex- 
tending from  the  higheft  llation  in  the  general,  to  the  loweil 
fun6lion  in  the  ftate  governments,  where  an  identity  of  fe61:a- 
rifm  prevails.  In  this  fcheme,  to  every  commiffion  of  patro- 
nage, there  appears  to  be  annexed  an  authority  to  profcribe, 
from  a  perfuafion,  no  doubt,  that  a  power  to  deal  out  damna- 
tion in  his  village  or  neighborhood,  will  greatly  augment  the 
importance  of  the  deputy  demagogue,  and  thereby  throw  an 
immenfe  mafs  of  influence  into  the  hands  of  the  demagogue 
general.  The  deputy,  on  his  fide  perceives,  that  he  adds 
to  his  own  power  and  liability,  in  advancing  thofe  of  his  prin- 
cipal, and  thus  is  a  mofc  captivating  fyftein  of  action  and  re- 
a61ion  eilablillied.  Whoever  has  attended  to  the  difmiifions 
which  have  taken  place  in  the  army,  cannot  doubt  the  exift- 
ence  of  fuch  a  fyftem.  Nor  is  it  lefs  apparent  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  Gideon  Granger,  a  man  moil  judicioufly  feleftedto 
finite  thchofl  of  the  ungodly,  in  the  poll-ofiice  department. 

To  return  to  our  ?iotabies.  The  black  lill  being  prepared, 
was  laid  before  his  excellency,  who  in  due  form  proceeded 
to  judgment,  as  againft  criminals,  in  his  late  vocation,  and 
ihen  to  execution,  in  his  prefcnt  one.  With  equal  zeal  he 
framed  his    new  appointments,  like  an   able  politician,  re- 
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c;arcling  lefs  the  moral  chara6ler  and  fitnefs  of  the  candidate, 
than  his  '■'cordiahty,"  or  m  other  words,  the  ardor  of  his 
lovaUv.  Genius  of  Liberty  !  Goddefs  of  Reafon!  what  a  lift  !  1 
It  really  feenied  as  if  his  excellency  had  here  converted  his 
curfe  into  a  blefling,  as  tories,  traitors  and  apottate  whigs,  or 
whigs  turned  jacobins,  vvcre  rudely  grouped  with   ruffians, 

fwindlers,     imported  patriots     and  fordid  fouls v.hcfe 

love  of  country  centered  in  the  pocket.     To  be  fure  it  was  a 
liil,  which,  taken  for  all  in  all,  did  no  great  honor  to  the  Hate. 
But  the  men  were  true  to  their  liege- lord,  and  what  lover  of 
dominion  from  Casfur  to  Buonaparte,  was  ever  fcrupulous  of 
means  ?  That  his  excellency  is  not,  is  no  lefs  deducibie  from 
his  appointments  than  his  declarations,  one  of  Vvhich   falling 
under  my  own  obfervation,!  will  give  you.   About  tlie  time, 
perhaps  of  his  meditated  defertion  of  the  federalifts,  though 
before  it  was  fully  ripe  for  execution,  and  while  his  voice  as 
an  ele61or  was  yet  for  Mr.  Adams,  he  threw  out  at  a  taveni 
door,  the  very  curious  idea,  that  the  two  candidates  vrere 
equally  friends  to  their  country.     That  in  fa61,  they  meant 
the  fame  thing,  viz.  the  honor  of  governing  it ;  and  intimated, 
that  as  the   objecl  was  meritorious,  (afpiring  minds  fliould 
always  fympathize  with  each  other,)  the  means  Vvcre  indiffe- 
rent.  The  doctrine  feemed  extraordinary,   yet  coming  from 
fuch  high  authority,  who  could  contradicl  it  ?    Such  of  tlie 
auditory  as  could  not  fully  fubfcribe  to  it,   contented  them- 
felves  with  thinking  that  Mr.  Adams  had  at  leaft  hit  upon  the 
ilraiteil  road.  But  a  curious  pofition  it  was.    The  fwindler, 
who  hy  false  tokens  defrauds  me  of  my  money,  and  theho- 
neft  mechanic  who  obtains  it  by  his  labor,  may  be  faid  to 
have  the  fame  obje6l,  though  in  a  moral  view,  there  is  certain- 
ly fome  difference  as  to  the  routs  they  purfue  ;  and  it  was 
truly  aftoniihin^^  that  a  man,    who  in  his  time,  had  fent  fo 
many  wretches  to  the  v.  hipping-poft  and  the  gallows,  for  the 
adoption  of  an  irregular  route  to  this  grand   desideratum y 
Ihould  have  overlooked  fo  very  obvious  an  objection  to  his 
propoution.   Should  you  be  Ihocked  with  the   inurbanity  of 
my  illuilration,  you  muft  afcribe  it  to  the  fimplicity  of  one, 
utterly  incapable  of  appreciating  the  purfuits    of  ambition, 
ever  dignifying  their  means  by  the  fublimity  of  their  end. 
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But  the  triumph  of  republican ifm  was  by  no  means  com- 
plete iii  the  election  of  the  governor.  The  ultunate  cbjecl:, 
the  man  of  the  people,  was  vet  to  be  obtained.  Mr, 
M'Kean  was  but  ''?.  wheel  w  hich  verged  to  the  goaL"  This 
w  as  underftood,  and  given  out  by  the  hjweil  grade  of  his  par- 
tifans — we  hate  the  man,  faid  they,  but  fupport  him  for  the 
fake  of  the  caufc.  The  facred  fire  of  republicahifm  was 
therefore  kept  alive  by  hecatombs  of  federalifts,  by  the  in- 
vention of  new  calumnies  and  the  repetition  of  the  old,  till  its 
hnal  confummation,  or  conflagration  in  the  inilallation  of  Mr. 
JeiFerfon ;  wdth  which  e\'ent  1  gladly  clofe  the  difgufting  and 
abominable  hiftory.  How  far  this  gentleman  lias  anfvvered  the 
expectations  of  his  party,  or  performed  to  the  minority  the 
brilliant  promifes  he  fat  out  with,  1  ihall  not  undertake  to  dif- 
cufs.  All  fides  agree,  that  his  f;?^-?/^-;.';-^^/ wasmelUfmous;  and 
I fiiall  content myfelf  with  lamenting,  that  his  unhappy  choice 
of  expedients  for  the  fulfdlment  of  his  benevolent  purpofes, 
has  only  embittered  fubfifting  animofities,  and  heaped  fuel 
upon  a  name,  w^hich  was  before,  fufhciently  alarming. 

It  is  obferved  by  Voltaire  in  his  age  of  Lew  is  the  four- 
teenth, that  France  at  the  time  of  his  w-riting  the  hiflory,  had 
not  recovered  from  the  immenfe  military  efforts  of  that 
monarch  ;  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  to  me,  whetlier  this 
country  will  not  abfolutely  fmk  under  the  corruption  and  li- 
centioufnefs,  the  diifocial  fpirit,  indignation  and  defpair  in- 
fufed  into  the  community,  from  the  violent  effort  to  wrefl 
authority  from  the  pure  hands  in  w  hich  it  was  placed,  for 
the  purpofe  of  devolving  it  on  a  cheifiain  from  Virginia. 

Mvt  if  our  fates  severely  have  decreed, 

No  v:ay  hut  this  for  Nero  to  succcedy 

If  only  thus  our  heroes  can  bs  Gods^ 

yind  earth  must-  pay  for  their  divine  abodes  ; 

All  crimes^  all  horrors^  ive  nvith  jcy  regard, 

Since  thou.)  0  Cccsar,  art  the  great  reward  ! 

Rowji's  LucAy. 

Either  governor  or  prefident  may  appropriate  tic  honor 
of  die  invocation.  -  . 

I  remain,   8;c. 
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LETTER       VI. 


D£AR    SIR, 

X  HERE  is  a  {Iriking  fimllarlty,  which  I  think 
you  cannot  but  have  obfcrvcd,  between  the  conduct  of  our 
own  great  men,  and  that  of  the  great  mob  leaders  at  Pai^is,  in 
the  early  ftages  of  the  revolution.  Each  of  thefe  fellows,  as 
foon  as  he  had  obtained  the  obje6l  of  his  wifiies,  and  was 
fairly  feated  in  authority,  was  defirous  that  the  revolutionary 
frenzy  fhould  cease.  Brifibt,  you  may  remember,  for  him- 
felf  and  his  collcgucs,  addrened  the  people  to  this  purpofe  ; 
but  the  indocile  Danton  and  Robefpierre,  could  not  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  liften  to  the  humane  and  patriotic  propofal. 
They  wiihed,  for  fomc  reafon  or  other,  a  little  longer  to  de- 
fer the  asra  of  repofe  ;  and  feemed  to  think,  that  the  edge  of 
the  guillotine,  was  yet  fharp  enough  for  the  necks,  of  a  few 
more  ariitocrats.  And  poor  BrifTot,  Avith  his  tvventy  aflb- 
ciates,  foon  found,  that  the  fanguinaiy  opinion  was  correct. 
In  like  manner  with  BriiTot,  tho'  I  hope  with  better  fortune, 
the  humane  governor  of  Pennfylvania,  after  bruihing  down  a 
few  infe6ls,  that  had  annoyed  him  in  his  afcenfion  to  glory^ 
immediately  propofed  a  celfation  of  hoiliiites.  Satiated  v.  ith 
triumph,  and  weary  of  contention,  he  wiflied  for  nothing 
more,  good  man,  than  the  humble  privilege,  of  wielding  the 
fceptre  in  peace  !  With  a  pliilanthropy  no  lefs  confpicuous, 
did  the  chief  magiitrate  of  the  union,  in  the  moment  of  inau- 
guration, fend  forth  his  fighs  for  the  refioration  of  harmony; 
without  which,  liberty  and  life  itfelf,  he  pathetically  obferv- 
ed,  were  dreary  things.  Thus  it  appears,  that  thefe  benevo- 
lent minds,  take  no  real  pleafure  in  the  death  of  a  fmncr,  but 
that  they  would  rather  he  fnould  turn  from  his  wickednefs, 
and  fupport  their  authority.  If  then,  there  are  any  citizens, 
who  arc  ilill  contumacious;  on  their  own  heads  be  the  confe- 
quences  of  apcrfeverence  in  the  policy,  which  to  the  two  cel- 
ebrated qucllions  of  honeftv  and  iidelity  to  the  conftitution, 
impofes  the  imperious  neccifity,  of  adding  a  third.  No  one 
can  doubt  I  think,  that  the  balance  of  oHice  tenure,  is  by 
this  time,  thoroughly  reftorcd.  If  therefore,  it  fliould  in  the 
fequel,  incline  a  little  towards  the  republicans,  no  fcderalift 
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has  a  right  to  complain.  To  his  own  perverfenefs  in  error, 
let  liim  impute  the  preponderance.* 

There  is  no  one  circumftance  which  in  the  circle  of  our 
felicities,  we  ought  more  to  appreciate,  than  the  evident  ten- 
dency of  democracy,  to  the  virtues  of  kindnefs  and  philan- 
thropy. If  tliere  is  another,  wliich  at  all  comes  in  competition 
with  it,  it  is  the  intire  exemption  from  thofe  goadings  of  un- 
ruly ambition,  which  in  the  old  world,  precipitate  kings  and 
confuls  into  fcenes  of  devafcation  and  blood.  In  this  fortun- 
ate region,  on  the  contrary,  the  benign  fpirit  of  equality,  by 
tranquiilifmg  the  mind  into  the  moil  angelic  affeclions, 
wholly  fecuresus  from  the  deplorable  eifefts  of  human  dilTen- 
tlon.  What  a  temporary  millenium  for  inilanee,  does  the 
feaibn  of  eleclloneering  on  the  part  of  the  true  republicans, 
exhibit  ?  What  humility  in  the  candidates,  Vv  hat  moderation 
in  the  eleclors  !  The  former,  leaning  folely  on  the  filent  elo- 
quence of  their  virtues  ;  the  latter,  only  folicitous  to  advance 
the  moft  worthy.  No  wheedling,  no  cajoling,  no  deception, 
no  intrigue  !  Honefl,  pure  and  difmtereiled,  the  good  of  the 
coinury  the  fmgle  obje6l  of  both  voter  and  candidate.  This 
indeed  is  liberty,  this  is  true  rebublicanifm.  "  Blufli  vion- 
archs^  blufli !    proud  courts  withdraw   your  blaze  !" 

And  to  whom  are  we  ehielly  indebted  for  this  tran- 
fccndcnt  felicity  ?  To  wdiom,  but  the  two  great  m.en  of  fev- 
enty.fix,  who  among  the  laft  folemn  a6ls  of  their  lives,  were 
determined  to  exhibit,  and  imprefs  upon  polterity,  a  jull  mo- 
del of  that  government,  v/hich  the  one  had  in  view^  when  he 
penned  the  declaration  of  independence  ;  and  the  other,  when 
he  prefided  in  the  great  national  council.  Without  this 
high  authority  and  example,  the  imported  patriot  himfelf, 
might  fometimes  be  led  to  doubt  the  corrednefs  of  his  feel- 
ings, and  the  native  citizen  once  more  go  aRray  ina  "moment 
oi^error."  Having  already  fet  before  us  the  humility  of  the 
citizen,  they  ha-vC  moil  graciouily  condefcended  to  give  ^ 

Ipecinien  of  the  magnanimity  of  the  ruler. But  I  mufl 

quit  the  fiibjea,   while  I  have  yet  power  to  difengage  my- 

*  If  f^e  prcful'^nr  has  bfen  "m^nr-cl  to  flevinte  from  t!ic  carliolic  line  of  con- 
duel,  he  ha:l  chalked  out  for  himfelf,  it  is  fairly  imputable  to  federal  intolerance, 
juO:  as  the  inremperance  of  the  great  nation  was  attributed  to  the  combined  des- 
pots •  and  indeed,  it  is  n  qweftioti  well  worthy  of  this  age  of  liberality  and  pbilo- 
fophic  invcai5rati'>n,  whether  the  devil  h-mfelf  has  not  been  much  deteriorated 
ar.-l  be-devii'd  by  the  perfecuting  intolerance  of  his  clerical  foes. 
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iblf,  and  before  I  am  thrown  into  idolatrous  tranfports  o'i 
gratitude,  for  the  incalculable  bleffings  thefe  virtuous  men 
have  entailed  upon  my  country.  Adieu* 


LETTER        VII. 
DEAR    SIR, 

X  o  your  great  relief,  I  fliall  for  the  prefent, 
clofc  m}'  remarks  upon  the  patriotifm  and  pure  morality  of 
the  pretended  republicans.  It  is  evident,  that  they  calculate 
very  largely,  either  on  the  folly  or  depravity  of  their  fellow 
Citizens  ;  for,  were  not  this  the  cale,  we  fliould  hardly  have 
witneffed  fo  m^any  miferable  tricks  and  barefaced  impofitions 
as  their  eondu6l  exhibits.  Vv^e  Ihould  fcarcely  have  heard 
thofe  warm  eulogies  on  Wafnington,  at  the  very  moment 
that  his  policy  was  reprobated,  and  his  adherents  perfecuted. 
We  fnould  fcarcely  have  been  amufed  with  thofe  line  fayings, 
about  the  rights  of  the  minority  andthe  bleffmgs  of  toleration. 
The  mouth  of  labor,  would  not  have  been  tantalized  by  a  fub- 
.(litution  of  the  repeal  of  taxes  upon  luxuries,  for  a  repeal  of 
thofe  upon  the  neceifarles  of  life.  Our  ears  could  nothave  been 
tickled,  with  devout  expreffions  of  veneration  forthe  conilitu- 
tion,  while  in  the  very  a6l  of  laying  it  proflrate.  ProfeiTions 
of  economy,  would  not  certainly  have  been  lavifned  by  thofe 
very  perfons,  who  like  brawling  topers  over  a  tankard,  fquan- 
der  away  the  people's  m^oney  in  the  warm  moments  of  return- 
ing friendfliip  ;  who  at  a  vail  expenfe  fend  emoys  to  France, 
forthe  mere  purpofe  of  carrying  a  paper ;  and  who,  initead  of 
reducing,  make  additions  totheialaries  of  the  public  fun6lion- 
aries.  We  ihould  have  been  fpared  thofe  fpafms  of  horror  at 
executive  patronage,  almoit  at  the  inilant,  that  an  enormous 
increafe  of  it  was  created,  in  the  power  of  appointing  eom- 
miffioners  of  bankruptcy.  Nor  could  v/e  have  been  iliocked 
by  a  folemn  legislative  a6l,  declaring  the  public  debt  redeem- 
ed, when  in  fa6l  it  is  augmented.*  In  a  word,  we  could  not 

*  Though  the  debt  is  not  rrdfemec!,  the  dvendfol  mnnicd  intereft  is  Tvcakened. 
Covernments  ihould  reft  intirely  on  the  opinion  of  the  people,  and  withal,  fet  as 
loofe  as  agreat-coat.  They  fliould  have  no  ndvewtitious  aids,  led  when  the  people 
are  difpofed  to  th'-ow  them  off,  they  might  ftick  too  clofe,  and  thedifincuinbranec 
be  a  matter  of  fomc  djfficultv. 
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have  witnefied'  a  line  of  condu6l,  which  has  been  a  feries  of 
contradictions,  and  has  evinced  a  degree  of  duplicit}^  vrhich 
thelovtcft  and moft  abandoned  fcenes  of  human  degradation, 
would  fcarcely  parelleL 

Hovvever  the  gentlmen  who  hold  the  reins,  may  be  con- 
vinced of  the  facl,  they  ought  to  fpare  us  the  mortification,  of 
palling  us  OiT,  for  the  mofl  egregious  idiots  or  knaves  in  na- 
ture. Should  they  fxnd  us  capable  of  believing,  for  inflance, 
that  the  greateil  man  in  America,  pofTeiTing  the  faculty  of 
the  fallen  angels  in  Milton,  could  Iqueeze  himfeif  into  a  pint- 
bottle  and  emerge  again,  v/ithout  any  apparent  diminution 
of  his  llature  ;  they  oughtforthe  honor  of  their  country  to  keep 
kto  themfelvcs,  and  not  let  it  be  known,  that  Am.erican,  beats 
Englifli  credulity,  hollow.  But  if  inileadof  fools,  they  knov/ 
us  to  be  fiiarpers,  and  that  fraud  is  the  current  coin  of  the 
country,  let  them  inftantly  fram.e  a  conftitution  and  code  of 
lav/s  that  may  fuit  us  ;  and  inllitute  fchools  of  new  ethics,  ac- 
commodated to  our  habits  and  chara6\er.  To  preach  up  old 
moraUty,  is  ridiculous. 

A  new  device  I  find,  is  now  upon  the  carpet.  It  is  perfectly 
natural  for  tliofe,  who  have  a  bad  caufc,  to  endeavor  to  divert 
the  mind,  from  the  true  point  of  controverfy.  It  is  now  wifli- 
ed,  that  the  public  dinentions  be  confidcred  as  a  conteil  for 
rule,bet^vcen  Nevv^- England  and  Virginia;  and  we  hear  much, 
of  the  New- England  party,  and  the  Virginia  party.  If  any  of 
the  people  called  fedcraliils,  have  fupported  Mr.  Adams  be- 
caufe  he  came  from  a  particular  part  of  the  union,  I  admit 
that  their  caufeis  jull  as  good,  and  no  better,  than  that  of  thofe 
who  ilickle  for  Mr.  Jeiferfon,for  the  fame  rcafon.  Butfeder- 
alifis  difdain  liich  narrow  motives,  and  are  not,  I  truft,  to  be 
entrapped  into  an  adoption  of  the  diilin6lion.  Trimmers, 
indeed,  may  countenance  the  trick, from  an  ideaof  its  being 
a  convenient  cover  for  defe^lion.  Thefe  creatures  carefully 
watch  the  public  mind,  and  dexteroufly  veer  about,  with  all 
its  revolutions.  They  can  march  to  quell  an  infurre^lion  on 
one  day,  and  fliout  in  the  triumph  of  the  infurgcnts,  on  the 
fucceding  one.  They  may  truly  fay,  '  we  are  all  republicans, 
we  are  all  federaliils.'  They  can  vrith  equal  cafe,  volunteer 
tiieir  fervices  to  one  prcfident,  in  a  reign  of  terror,  or  admi- 
nliler  to  the  humble  majefty  of  another,  in  a  reign  of  hypo- 
crify.     Yes,  they  can  do  this,  and  with  much  dignified  felf- 
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complacencr,  receive  the  wages  of  duplicity  and  fupcrior 
difcernment.  It  is  of  fuch  ftuit,  that  ia  a  day  of  party  com- 
promife,  great  men. and  governors  are  made.  So  pliant  a 
chara6ler  obtains  the  praife  of  moderation ;  avoids  the  impu- 
tation of  intolerance;  and  has  great  credit  for  integrit3^ 
Moderate  it  certainly  is,  fmce  itallov/s  for  dlifcrence  offen- 
timent ;  intolerant  it  cannot  be,  fmce  it  cordially  1  hakes 
hands  vvdth  thofe  who  vrere  its  foes  ;  and  who  can  doubt  it€ 
integrity,  it  isi  fo  open  to  convi6\ion  ?  Let  it  then  live,  and 
let  it  thrive. — Fhe  la  Moderation  / 

God  forbid,  that  I  fliould  objc6l  to  real  moderation.  I  view 
it,  on  the  contrary,  as  one  of  the  mod  amiable  and  dignified 
qualities.  But  to  deferve  this  praife,  it  muft  be  Iteady  in  its 
path,  and  exempt  from  all  appearance  of  meannefs  or  felf-in- 
tereft.  Atticus  poiTeifed  more  magnanimity  than  Cicero.* 
Wifdom,  as  obferved  by  Mr.  Burke,  is  not  the  moft  fevere 
corre6ior  of  folly.  Due  allowance  fhould  undoubtedly  be 
made,  for  our  dilTerent  views  of  objei^ts,  and  honetl  menhave 
claims  to  indulgence,whatever  may  be  their  political  tenets. 
But  the  abettors  of  craft  and  injuftice,  in  any  caufe,  deferve 
no  quarter,  and  have  no  title  to  the  forbeai'ance  of  their 
adverfaries. 

But  it  is  not  alone  from  thofe  who  make  a  trade  of  their 
politics,  and  are  always  with  the  majority,  that  mifchief  is  to 
be  apprehended.  There  is  a  defcription  of  perfons,  who  do 
not  abfolutely  renounce  their  principles,  yet  from  the  timid 
deiire  of  being  on  terms  with  authority,  and  the  dread  of 
having  ''  the  world's  law"  againft  them,  are  ever  ready  to 
connive  at  the  ruin  of  men  who  have  fallen  in  a  common 
caufe  ;  and  to  adminifter  comfort  and  gratification  to  the  au- 
thor of  their  deftru6lion.  This  condu6l,  fometimes  originates 
in  a  falfe  conception  of  patriotifm ;  from  an  idea,  that  for  the 
fafety  of  the  community,  the  conltituted  authorities  Ihould 
at  all  events,  be  fupported.  But  what  a  miferable  fecurity  is 
that,  which  depends  upon  courtinga  demagogue,  left  he  Ihould 

*  Lord  Bolinbrokc  and  others,  have  called  Atticus  a  trimmer.  Kad  he  beca 
fo,  his  charafter  could  not  hxvc  come  down  to  us,  in  the  favorable  light  in  which 
it  is  exhibited.  It  would  rather  appear,  that  the  contelts  of  his  time,  wers  mere 
ftrupgles  for  power  among  individuals;  and  that  having  fufiicient  greatnefs  of 
113'rd  to  exempt  him  from  fnch  ambition,  he  was  n(»t  infiamed  a^^ainft  any  of  the 
contenders,  but  iireferved  a  difnified  neutrality.  Such  a  character  is  truly  rare, 
bat  may  be  conceived.    It  requires,  howcrcr^  ike  poffefiioa  of  affluence. 
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let  flip  Ills  myrmidoiivS  ?  It  favours  of  the  jndian  fuperftition, 
of  vv  orlliipping  the  devil  through  fear.  If  the  idea  gains 
ground,  and  is  pru<Sliced  upow,  it  will  hold  out  all  polTible 
encouragement  to  the  craft ;  and  a  profelfor,  will  have  a  right 
to  declare,  that  the  poor  and  the  rich  are  the  chief  inftru- 
ments  of  his  calling.  Profligate  indigence  hril  helps  him' to 
power,  and  as  foori  as  it  is  obtained,  trembling  avarice  coa- 
iefccs  for  its  prefervntion.  In  fucha  defperate  game,  mora- 
lity and  juftice  muil  quickly  difappear  ;  nor  c^  anarchy  be 
far  off.  Would  it  not  be  wifer,  as  well  as  more  honorable, 
for  men,  refpe6lablc  from  llations  or  property,  to  look  down 
with  contempt  upon  taeCIeon's  and  Clodius's  of  their  coun- 
try ?  This,  if  any  there  is,  would  be  the  true  corrective  of 
the  mJfchief  vvhich  aifails  us.  But  it  fliould  be  adopted  at 
once,  before  we  have  attained  maturity  of  corruption.  None 
bat  men  of  fome  figure  in  the  commonwealth,  are  as  yet  able 
to  obtain  the  higher  meeds  in  the  charafter  of  a  demagogue. 
The  eafy  tranfition  from  his  honor  to  his  excellency,  was  of 
immenfe  advantage  to  the  iaft.flale-perfomer.  Diilin6lion. 
and  glory  being  the  obfe(5ls  of  thefe  diilurbers  of  the  peace, 
it  is  in  the  power  of  good  men,  by  leifening  their  importance, 
to  embitter  their  triumphs,  and  make  vanity  paufe,  before 
{he  Hurts  in  the  career.  But  ihould  every  eftbrt  finally  fail, 
to  avert  the  impending  calamities,  for  heaven's  fake,  let  hon- 
efl  msn  Hand  or  fall  by  each  other.  Inllead  of  pooriy  feek- 
ing  afelfiih  immunity,  let  each  one  exert  himfelf  to  repel  the 
common  danger  ;  and  though,  incapable  of  fo  high  a  flight 
of  patriotifm,  as  to  *'  blufh  for  the  fecurity  of  his  houfe,  a- 
midil  the  the  horrors  of  a  civil  v,  ar,'^  he  may  derive  a  fubflan- 
tlal  motive  to  a6lion,  by  reflecting,  that  property  and  life  it- 
^11  r,  are  precarious  poifeilions,  when  juftice,  law  and  gov- 
;-nment  are  prollrated.  It  is  not  the  interefl  of  the  rich,  to 
drive  honeft  men  to  defpair.  It  is  in  the  middle  clafs  of  fo- 
ciety,  thait  numbers  of  this  defcription  are  found  ;  and  it  is 
they,  who  emphatically  conllitute  the  balance  between  the 
great  vulgar,  and  the  fmall.  It  is  to  a  poor  man,  to  the  libe- 
ral fpirit  of  a  gentleman,  who  had  no  wealth  to  boaft  of,  that 
the  optimacy  of  Europe,  and  indeed  of  every  country,  are 
indebted  for  the  ableft  vindication  of  their  rights,  that  ever 
the  world  has  feen.     No  mean  degree  of  zeal  has  here  been 
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^anifefted  in  fuppprt  of  principles  which  tend  to  thefeciiri- 
ty  of  the  higher  clalfes,  by  perfons,  who  in  point  of  property, 
have  very  little  to  lofe.  Let  not,  then,  the  rich  be  unfaithful 
to  themfelves,  and  ungrateful  to  their  defenders.  ^"^ 

But  I  will  not  defpond.  The  delliny  of  this  growing 
country,  is  not,  I  trult,  fo  foon  to  be  abandoned  to  the  horrors 
of  mifrule.  Something  is  to  be  expected  from  the  divifions 
of  the  fadious,  andflill  more,  from,  the  feelings  of  the  ]:cople. 
The  eifecls  of  a  weak  or  wicked  adminiitration,  muft  fooncr 
or  later  be  felt,  and  refented.  I  cannot  doubt,  but  that  the 
miferable  lliifting  of  the  patriots,  is  already  perceived  ;  altho' 
many  who  have  confcientiouily  contributed  to  their  elevati- 
on, have  not  the  fortitude  to  confefs  their  error,  or  to  oppofe 
the  overbearing  torrent  of  democracy.  Man  is  by  nature 
gregarious,  timid  and  fequacious  ;  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  too 
much  to  fay,  that  the  fuffrages  of  at  leail  a  fifth  part  of  the 
community,  are  influenced  by  the  motive  of  being  on  the 
Itrongell  fide.  Hence,,  the  importance  of  exertion,  and  an 
appearance  of  ftrength,  in  political  contefts — things  which 
are  w^ell  underilood  by  our  adverfaries.  When,  therefore, 
every  fmcere  man  fhall  be  thoroughly  fickened  with  the  vile 
cant  of  hypocriiy,  and  the  pubhc  mind  exhibit  indications 
of  change,  (a  time  which  mull  ere  long  arrive,)  let  the  fede- 
ralifts  come  forward  with  a  union  and  animation  proportion- 
ate to  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe Let  them  imprefs  the 

community  with  ajuil  opinion  of  their  weight,  and  the  bufi- 
nefs  is  done.     We  fhali  again  be  free. 

"  And  every  gr 01V ing  merit 
Succeed  to  its  just  right :  Fools  shall  be  putVd 
From  ivisdam's  seat ;  those  baleful^  unclean  birds^ 

*  The  perverfion  that  may  be  applied  to  this  palTage,  is  anticipated  and  dfr- 
pifcd.  Better  and  worfe,  higher  and  lower,  are  diftinftions  wJiicIi  occur,  and  are 
felt  in  focieties  of  every  kind.  Neither  dt-mocracy  nor  jacobinifra  are  exempt 
from  them.  Every /^fl  has  its  grades.  The  little  copying  village  editor,  is  an 
interior  pcrfonage  to  MifterDuane,  who,  in  his  turn,  fuccumbs  to  a  move  dignifi- 
ed .Jacobin,  if  fuch  indeed  there  be.  As^  to  the  perfons  who  have  fufFered  mar- 
tyrdom in  the  civil  or  military  lines,  under  the  general  and  ftate  governments 
during  the  prefent  democratic  career,  it  is  apprehended  they  are  fulficiently  nu- 
merous to  excite  fome  attention  from  thofe  with  whom  they  adted  in  a  righteous 
caufe.  If  neglecT:  is  added  to  misfortune,  it  is  at  once  proclaimed,  that  what  has 
huherto  been  called  integrity,  is  not  only  a  ufelcfs,  but  a  damning  qualitv,  in 
American  policy.  i  -  > 
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Those  lazy  o'vdIs^  who,  ( perch' d  near  fortune's  top) 
Sit  on/j  tvatchful  ivith  their  heavy  ivings, 
To  cuff  doiun  nevj-Jicdged  virtues  that  would  rise 
To  7iobler  heights,  and  make  the  grove  harmonious,'** 

Should  you  be  of  opinion,  that  in  thefe  ftri6lures,  I  hare 
fwaggered  unnecefTarily,  and  ''mounted  too  much  inmetre,'* 
I^ppeal  forjuiliiication  to  the  author  of  the  Purfuits  of  Li- 
terature, who  approves  of  thus  blending  poetry  and  profe ; 
and  thinks,  we  ought  to  have  recourfe  to  the  claffics,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fuftaining  tottering  morality. 


iCf  NofE,  As  the  word  jacobin,  sometimes  used  in  these  remarks, 
is  a  term  somewhat  indefinite,  it  may  not  be  amiss  that  the  reader 
should  know  what  is  meant  by  it  :— 'It  by  no  means  applies  to  all  those 
who  are  opposed  to  the  federalists  ;  but  only  to  such  of  them,  as  stick 
at  nothing  in  promoting  their  designs ; — who  deem  falsehood  and  ca- 
lumny legitimate  instruments,  and  are  distinguished  by  a  sort  of  in- 
stinctive horror  at  every  thing  generous  and  honorable— not  unlike 
that  of  a  mad  dog,  at  liquids. 


*  We  are  afTured,  in  the  ^mblic  prints,  that  an  objedl  of  this  kind,  now  engages 
the  attention  of  a  certain  great  perfonage.  Mr.  Bayard,  of  Delaware,  is  to  be 
«*  c\ifFed  down,''  if  poflible.  Had  the  much  culogifed  Wafhington  employed  him- 
felf  in  fuch  bufinefs  as  this,  it  is  much  to  be  qucftioned,  whether  his  name  would 
find  SI  place^in  the  ''faireft  page  of  faithful  hiftory.'* 

FINIS. 


Blissful  effects  of  a  union  of 
philanthrophy,  philosophy  and  power. 


